
1It is now common knowledge that 
Barack Obama has openly ordered the 
assassination of an American citizen, 
Anwar al-Awlaki. Al-Awlaki is suspected 
of participating in plots by Al Qaeda. He 
denies these charges. No matter. With-
out trial or other judicial proceeding, the 
administration has simply put him on the 
to-be-killed list.  

2Whistleblowers in the military have 
now leaked a video showing U.S. troops 
fi ring on an unarmed party of Iraqis in 
2007, including two journalists, and then 
fi ring on those who attempted to rescue 
them, including two children. As ugly as 
this video of the killing of 12 Iraqis was, 
the chatter recorded in the helicopter 
cockpit is even more monstrous. The Pen-
tagon says that there will be no charges 
against these soldiers and the media 
absolves them of blame. “They were under 
stress,” the story goes; “Our brave men and 
women must be supported.” Meanwhile 
those who leaked the video came under 
government surveillance and are targeted 
as “national security” threats.

3 The Pentagon has recently acknowl-
edged, after denials, a massacre near the 
city of Gardez, Afghanistan, on February 

12, 2010. Five 
people were 
killed, including 
two pregnant 
women, leav-
ing 16 children 
motherless.  
The U.S. mili-
tary fi rst said 
the two men 
killed were 
insurgents and 
the women 
were victims of 
a family “honor 
killing,” but the 
Afghan govern-

ment accepts the eyewitness reports that 
U.S. Special Forces killed the men (a police 
offi cer and a lawyer) and the women, and 
then dug their own bullets out of the 
women’s bodies to destroy evidence. 
Top U.S. military offi cials have now admit-
ted that U.S. soldiers killed the family in 
their house. 

4 Just weeks earlier, a story broken in 
Harper’s by Scott Horton carried news that 
three supposed suicides of detainees in 
Guantánamo in 2006 were not suicides, 
but homicides carried out by American 
personnel. This passed almost without 
comment. 

In some respects this is worse than Bush. 
First, because Obama has claimed the right 
to assassinate American citizens whom 
he suspects of “terrorism,” merely on the 
grounds of his own suspicion or that of the 
CIA, something Bush never claimed pub-
licly. Second, Obama says that the govern-
ment can detain you indefi nitely, even if 
you have been exonerated in a trial, and 
he has publicly fl oated the idea of “preven-
tive detention.” Third, the Obama adminis-
tration, in expanding the use of unmanned 
drone attacks, argues that the U.S. has 

the authority under international law 
to use extrajudicial killing in sovereign 
countries with which it is not at war. 

Such measures by Bush were widely 
considered by liberals and progressives to 
be outrages and were roundly, and cor-
rectly, protested. But those acts which may 
have been construed (wishfully or not) as 
anomalies under the Bush regime have 
now been consecrated into “standard 
operating procedure” by Obama, who 
claims, as did Bush, executive privilege 
and state secrecy in defending the crime of 
aggressive war. 

Unsurprisingly the Obama administra-
tion has refused to prosecute any mem-
bers of the Bush regime who are respon-
sible for war crimes, including some who 
admitted to waterboarding and other forms 
of torture, thereby making their actions ac-
ceptable for him or any future president.
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Screening: Collateral Murder

U.S. Army killing of 12 Iraqi civilians

Ethan McCord, shown in the fi lm rescuing 
two injured children, and Josh Stieber, 
another dissident veteran of Bravo 
Company 2-16
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On the ninth anniversary of America’s longest war, the 
occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq remain bloody, employing 
more contractors, while drones rain death upon Pakistan. 

In the months since this statement was written, courts have 
ruled that innocents who have been tortured may not sue, 
while those who advocated torture are defended by the current 
administration.

When leaking war crimes is criminalized, remaining silent 
is a crime.
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