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To Our Generation 
 
The Iraq war has been going on since most of us can remember. Our generation 

has grown up in the midst of war and unknowingly in an increasingly militarized 
society.  Everywhere we look, soldiers’ lives are glorified, many of the first person 
shooter video games we play or watch are essentially training tools, stemming from 
the exact same technology used to train soldiers. We are the ones being targeted for 
recruitment to fight this war, because we are too young to realize this war was never 
simply in response to 9/11. We are the ones who, if we just accept it all as a fact of 
life, will be living under governmental corruption beyond prediction. This war is not 
over and should have never started.  it’s our problem now. that’s why we need 
change and WE are the ones who need to change it.  

 

Why did we go into Iraq 
in the first place? 

 
After 9/11 Bush and Cheney decided to 
tell everyone Iraq had weapons of mass 
destruction and chemical and biological 
weapons and ties to Al Queda.  They lied 
and this has been proven.  The real 
reasons have a history going back 
decades. When we look at the need for 
oil for industry and military by the US 
and Europe, how the oil-rich region of 
the Persian gulf is as a whole being 
targeted – it is fairly simple to see that 
the US interests in this region of the 
world are not for self-defense but for 
oil. 
In other words, 9/11 had very little to 
do with the reality of why this war 
started and goes on and on and on 
!

Isn’t life better now in Iraq? 
 
Though Saddam Hussein was an oppressive dictator, the standard of living was 
much higher, the society was functioning, women held professional jobs, people 
had homes, electricity and water. Baghdad was a modern city. That is no longer 
the case.   
 
Today 4.5 million people are displaced internally in Iraq and externally in other 
countries, wanting to return home, but have nothing left to return to. The entire 
country went from functional to devastated. 
 
The US government has committed serious crimes against humanity such as bombing 
of civilians and torture.  Johns Hopkins University physicians found that more 
than one million Iraqis have been killed.   
!
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But aren’t we leaving Iraq anyway?  What has Obama's role been? 
!
No, we’re not leaving Iraq. 50,000 US troops remain, renamed “advise and assist troops” -- plus 
there are thousands of private US military contractors, mercenaries, who are subject to even fewer 
legal restrictions. They’re still killing and dying in Iraq – while the US media has left.  And the Iraqi 
government routinely tortures prisoners with the full complicity of US forces.  
 
Obama has closed down some bases but seven permanent ones remain. He is also continuing to build 
the largest embassy in the world in Iraq.   
 
No, the Iraq war is not over.  And, since Obama’s election, the war in Afghanistan has intensified 
and is spreading to Pakistan and other countries. 
!

“For eight years the US administration promised the Iraqi 
people the sky will rain democracy and prosperity.  Well, 
after eight years we have nothing.  There is no democracy.”  

 – Iraqi protester Feb 25 2011 
 

WorldCantWait.net  
Contact the We Are Not Your Soldiers Tour: 

 wearenotyoursoldiers@worldcantwait.net 
Phone: 347 385 2195 

Join World Can’t Wait and We Are Not Your Soldiers on 
!

Hasn’t the US 
brought 

democracy? 
 
NOPE. The US is creating 
an Iraqi government 
obligated to the 
occupying US forces. 
Before the US invasion, 
Iraq had a separation 
between religions and the 
state. The US created a 
situation in which there is 
a huge division between 
religious groups, Shia and 
Sunnis. 

That’s not what we 
hear from the 

recruiters. What can 
we do about all of 

this insanity? !
!

That’s why we’d like to visit 
your school with our We 
Are Not Your Soldiers 

Tour.  We travel around 
the country and bring Iraq-

era war veterans and 
videos to the classroom to 
speak out about the truth 
of their experiences, about 

what youth are being 
recruited to fight and 

support.  These anti-war 
veterans tell the on-the-
ground realities of what 

the military is doing. 
 

Our generation needs to 
realize what our country is 
doing and will continue to 
do unless we protest. Once 

you know the facts, the 
truth will follow. No one 

is going to be able to 
change this unless we make 
our voices heard.  It’s up 
to all of us to realize our 

responsibility to one 
another and ourselves. 

It’s time for enlightenment. 
It’s time for our 

generation!  

Why aren't the people 
who started the Iraq 

war held accountable? !
!
The people responsible for this 
war are extremely powerful 
individuals who have severely 
distorted the laws for their 
benefit.  If no one is prosecuted 
for these war crimes and no one 
fights for more government 
transparency, it allows future 
presidents to continue carrying 
out the same war crimes.  World 
Can’t Wait has been fighting to 
bring these people to justice.   


